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COLD
MOUNTAIN

The house and gardens were now in a terrible condition and Ada felt comforted
that at least the mountains were as they should be. Since her father's funeral, Ada
had done hardly any work on the farm. She had at least milked Waldo, the cow,
and fed Ralph, the horse, but she had not done much more because she did not
know how to do much more

By Charles Frazier

Translated by Ao Anders

She had left the chickens to look after
themselves and they had grown thin and wild,
and it had become more difficult to find their

eggs.

Cookery was now a real problem for Ada. She
was constantly hungry, having eaten little
through the summer except milk, fried eggs,
salads and tiny tomatoes. She had been unable
to make butter. She wanted to eat a chicken
dish followed by a cake, but had no idea how
to prepare such a meal.

Ada rose and stared looking for eggs. She
searched everywhere but found nothing.
Remembering that a red hen sometimes sat in
the big bushes on either side of the front steps,
she went to one of the bushes and tried to look
inside it. Folding her skirt tightly around her,
she went on her hands and knees into the
empty space in the center of the bush; There
were no eggs there, but as she sat there, she

was reminded of times in when she and her

cousin Lucy had hidd i

one.

Looking up through the leaves at
the pale sky, Ada realized that she
wished never to leave that fine
shelter., When she thought about
what had happened to her
recently, she wondered how her
father had allowed her to grow up
so impractical.

She had grown up in Charleston,
and her father had given her an
education far better than most
young girls received. She had
become a clever, loving daughter,
filled with opinions on arts and
politics and literature. She could
speak French and Latin quite well
and spoke a little Greek. She was
able to sew and play the piano and
4

was talented at painting and ¥

~ drawingyShé'read a lot. But none

of things helped her now, as the

" redium-sized fan
and she had no idea how 1
after it.
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